
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Owners and Licensees - it’s that time of year again. 
 
This is a friendly reminder that:  
 Professional Development credits are 

now due October 31st, 2021.  
Licensees, please ensure that you 
submit your evidence of continuing 
education to Kim at 
keberts@funeralinfo.ca prior to 
October 31st, 2021.  
 

 The 2022 Owner and Licensee Online Renewals are due, along 
with payment, by midnight, November 30th, 2021 
 
If you have any questions regarding your license renewal or 
your professional development credits, please contact our office 
at (306) 584-1575. 
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Be proud of how you’ve been handling this pandemic.   
The silent battles you fought, the moments you had to humble yourself and 
wipe your own tears.  Pat yourself on the back.  Celebrate your strength! 
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Looking to expand your staff?  Please 
let us know!  We would be happy to 
post any job opportunities you may 

have within your funeral home.   

Our website analytics have shown 
significant traffic activity, especially to 
the employment opportunities section 

of our website.   

Do not miss out! 

Please contact Council administration 
today. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
  

Attention Owners, 
 

Council administration will now be keeping on our website, an 
ongoing list of funeral homes that are willing to assist the 
Mount Royal University (MRU) and Sask. Polytechnic (SKP) 

students in finding placement for their practicums. 
 

The list of funeral homes will be kept updated on the 
Employment Opportunities page of our website so all students 

may access. 
 

If you wish to consider having a student in your location, 
please reply by return email to Tanya at 

administration@funeralinfo.ca 
 

mailto:administration@funeralinfo.ca
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“I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across  
the waters to create many ripples.” 

~ Mother Theresa 

  

After 2 years of being 
virtual, we are pleased to 

announce that  
“We Are Back” 

The 2022 Spring Symposium 
will be held in Saskatoon on 

May 5th & 6th, 2022. 

Stay safe and we hope to 
see you there! 

As of January 1st, 2021, there have 
been 73 virtual compliance & in-

person reviews conducted. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

12 complaints have been received 
since January 1st, 2021.  
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Owners & Licensees – We Want to Hear from You! 
 As some of you may be aware, we ran a FCSCS Summer Question Series on our 
Facebook page that began in the middle of July and will be concluding today, 
September 13th.   We answered some of the most common FAQ’s that have 
come across our desk at the Council office: 

• Is Embalming a Requirement? 
• How do I donate my body 

to medical science? 
• How do I determine the 

costs of funeral services? 
• Can I supply my own urn for 

cremation? 
• Who is responsible for 

making final 
arrangements? 

• How do I know if the 
cremated remains I receive 
are those of our family 
member? 

• Are there any rules around 
scattering cremated 
remains? 
 

We are happy to announce that 
we received rave reviews from 
the general public, and we would like to continue answering some of the 
frequently asked questions that you, as Owners and Licensees, are receiving.  If 
you have noticed an ongoing query from your clients and families, please send 
them along to Council administration @ administration@funeralinfo.ca.  We 
would be happy to address some more FAQ’s in an upcoming question series, 
which is being considered now. 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook   

Funeral and Cremation Services Council of Saskatchewan 

mailto:administration@funeralinfo.ca
https://www.facebook.com/Funeral-and-Cremation-Services-Council-of-Saskatchewan-108797740473970/?modal=admin_todo_tour


‘CONCERNS FROM 
ANOTHER ERA’ 

FUNERAL HOMES CAN’T 
BAN EMPLOYEE  
TATTOOS AND 

PIERCINGS 
Chain feared upsetting grieving 

clientele but failed to show evidence 
anyone was unsettled 

National Post - Author of the article: Tom 
Blackwell 
Publishing date: Jul 09, 2021    

A funeral home chain’s ban on 
employees having visible tattoos 
or piercings is a relic of another 
era and needs to change with the 
times, a Quebec labour arbitrator 
has ruled in overturning the ban. 

Collins Clarke funeral homes, a 
Montreal-area division of the 
Dignity Memorial network, is 
violating its workers’ rights and 
offered no proof the body art 
upset grieving clients, said 
arbitrator Amal Garzouzi. 

Her decision appears part of a 
trend to dismiss rules that outlaw 
tattoos and piercings on the job, 
as the adornments move from the 
fringe of society to the 
mainstream. 

Just this May, another arbitrator 
issued a similar ruling about Air 
Canada cabin crew. 

The most recent decision stands 
out given the particularly sensitive 
setting of the funeral industry. 

“The actions taken by the 
employer appear to be based on 
concerns from another era,” 
wrote Garzouzi. “The rules on dress 
and body image established and 
in force for more than thirty years 
must evolve with our times and 

adapt to the current context while 
respecting the rights and 
freedoms of employees.” 

The union’s lawyer and 
representatives for Dignity 
Memorial could not be reached 
for comment by deadline. 

Dignity is owned by Texas-based 
Service Corporation International, 
which calls itself the industry’s 
largest North American provider, 
with 1,900 funeral homes, 
cemeteries and cremation 
facilities in the U.S. and Canada. 

The case centered around two 
grievances. One involved a male 
employee who had his nose 
pierced and a diamond jewel 
attached about six months after 
starting work. He was asked to 
cover it but instead replaced it 
with a gold nose ring. 

The other came from a female 
employee with tattoos on both 
hands that management insisted 
be covered, as company rules 
stipulate. 

The workers argued their rights to 
free expression and privacy under 
the Quebec charter of rights were 
violated by the policy. 

“Tattoos and body piercings are 
common forms of expression in all 
walks of life” 
ARBITRATOR AMAL GARZOUZI 

The company said they were 
justified breaching those rights to 
preserve the sober and solemn 
atmosphere it tries to maintain for 
clients. Its motto is: Every detail 
counts. 

It cited a 2016 arbitration on a 
similar issue involving police, which 
suggested tattoos were disturbing 
for a certain segment of society. 

But Garzouzi said Collins Clarke 
offered no opinion polls or 
testimony from clients or others to 
back up its contention that body 
art was off-putting for some 
people. And, she noted, no client 
had ever lodged a complaint 
against either employee. 

“Tattoos and body piercings are 
common forms of expression in all 
walks of life,” the arbitrator said. “It 
takes direct and clear evidence 
to convince the tribunal that this 
way of expressing oneself 
generates apprehension or 
unease among its clients.” 

A 2016 Harris Poll in the U.S. found 
that three in 10 Americans had 
tattoos and acceptance of them 
was growing, but not universal. 

From 32 per cent to 39 per cent of 
those surveyed said they’d be 
comfortable with police officers, 
judges, doctors and presidential 
candidates having visible tattoos. 
Approval was higher among the 
millennial generation. 

In May’s Air Canada ruling, 
arbitrator William Kaplan said the 
airline’s blanket ban on visible 
tattoos and piercings was 
unnecessary “to advance their 
business interests.” 

He said the company had to 
allow crew to wear temporary 
henna tattoos, discreet 
permanent tattoos and small 
piercings. 

“Tattoos are no longer confined to 
sailors, stevedores and strippers,” 
another arbitrator commented in 
2013 as he struck down a new 
dress code at the Ottawa Hospital 
that banned visible body art. 

(July 10 – corrects gender of Garzouzi) 

https://www.canlii.org/fr/qc/qcsat/doc/2021/2021canlii58004/2021canlii58004.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQASIkRpZ25pdHkgTWVtb3JpYWwiAAAAAAE&resultIndex=2
https://www.canlii.org/fr/qc/qcsat/doc/2021/2021canlii58004/2021canlii58004.html?searchUrlHash=AAAAAQASIkRpZ25pdHkgTWVtb3JpYWwiAAAAAAE&resultIndex=2
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Human Composting, a 
New End-of-Life 
Choice, Turns Bodies 
Into Soil: 'Rejoin the 
Natural Cycle' 
By Eileen Finan  June 17, 2021 09:55 
AM 
 

"To know that the last gesture 
you'll make will be gentle and 
beneficial just feels like the right 
thing to do," says Recompose 
founder Katrina Spade 

At the age of 50, Nina Schoen 
expects to have a long life ahead 
of her, but the Seattle-based 
project manager has thought a 
lot about death - and why people 
are so reluctant to talk about it: 
"It's going to happen to all of us," 
she says, "but it should be a more 
positive experience than the fear 
we infuse into it."   

When she first heard about a new 
end-of life process that turns the 
body into compost, "I was really 
moved by the idea. It just felt 
right," says Schoen, who became 
one of the first to reserve a spot 
with a Seattle-based company 
called Recompose, the country's 
first funeral home to offer human 
composting. 

"I love the idea of helping other 
life," says Schoen. "Is it a tree? A 
flower? Whatever - go thrive. I'll 
have had my turn. After my 
death, it's their turn." 

Last year Recompose began 
transforming bodies to soil, after 
Washington became the first state 
to legalize the practice of human 
composting, more formally known 

as natural organic reduction. 
Before that, end-of-life options in 
the U.S. were limited to burial or 
cremation, both of which come 
with environmental costs - U.S. 
cremations alone dump 1.7 billion 
pounds of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere every year. 

This spring, Colorado and Oregon 
have followed suit with laws 
legalizing composting human 
remains, and bills look likely to 
pass later this year in New York 
and California. Pioneering the 
composting movement is 
Recompose founder Katrina 
Spade, who has spent a decade 
developing the process and who 
is leading the push to legalize it in 
hopes of offering people a 
greener option for death care. 

"I wondered, 'What if we had a 
choice that helps the planet 
rather than harms it?'" Spade tells 
PEOPLE in this week's issue. "To 
know that the last gesture you'll 
make will be gentle and 
beneficial just feels like the right 
thing to do." 

Spade first considered the idea as 
a graduate student in 
architecture at University of 
Massachusetts. Growing up in rural 
Plainfield, New Hampshire, where 
her mother was a physician's 
assistant and her father a doctor, 
"we were always pretty frank 
about death and dying," says 
Spade, 43. "We talked about it 
with a comfort level that was 
maybe a little atypical for U.S. 
families." 

After she had her own two sons, 
she began to wonder what she 
might do with her body after 
death. A friend who knew her 
interest in the topic reminded her 

that farmers sometimes compost 
the carcasses of cows, and that 
sparked an idea for her thesis: "If 
you can compost a cow, you can 
probably compost a human," she 
thought, and she set about 
designing a facility to do just that. 

That project eventually became a 
non-profit venture, The Urban 
Death Project, in which Spade 
worked with engineers and 
forensic scientists to study the 
feasibility of the idea. By 2017, 
she'd formed Recompose. 

Since the company opened 
operations on Dec. 20, 50 bodies 
have begun the composting 
process, 25 of which have been 
fully transformed into soil, at a cost 
of $5,500 per person. More than 
775 people have already signed 
up for the company's pre-pay 
membership, Precompose. 

After death, a body (which 
cannot be embalmed but can be 
refrigerated to allow viewing) is 
received at the Recompose 
facility and placed in an 8 feet by 
4 feet steel cylinder along with 
alfalfa, wood chips and straw. 
After 30 days, natural microbes 
break down the remains - 
including teeth and bones - into 
soft compost "genuinely good for 
your garden," says Spade. 

After another few weeks of 
aerating the soil, it's ready for pick 
up. Most loved ones choose to 
take home a small amount of 
compost - 64 ounces - and 
donate the rest to help reforest 
Bells Mountain, a nearby land trust 
that has a partnership with the 
company. 

https://people.com/politics/colorado-could-become-second-state-legalize-human-composting/
https://people.com/politics/colorado-could-become-second-state-legalize-human-composting/
https://recompose.life/
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"You rejoin the natural cycle," says 
Spade. "And to me, that's 
incredibly beautiful." 

Recompose, which is planning to 
open three additional locations 
next year (in Colorado, California 
and a second in Seattle), has 
attracted high-profile investors 
like The Handmaid's 
Tale author Margaret Atwood, but 
the composting movement has 
seen some push-back, notably 
from Catholic groups arguing that 
the process doesn't promote 
human dignity. 

Composting "is more appropriate 
for vegetable trimmings and 
eggshells than for human bodies," 
the New York Catholic 
Conference wrote in a statement. 
But Colorado state Rep. Brianna 
Titone, who co-sponsored that 
state's bill, says she's had 
overwhelmingly positive 
feedback. 

"This is about giving people 
another choice," Titone says. "At 
first, people react with shock - 
'You really can do that?' But so 
many people today are looking at 
their impact on the Earth. This is a 
popular thing because when you 
die, you can give back to the 
planet." 

That was exactly the goal for 
Robert Cantisano, an organic 
farmer and activist better known 
as Amigo Bob in his Northern 
California community. He was one 
of the first to have his remains 
composted at Recompose after 
he died of cancer Dec. 26 at the 
age of 69. 

"He was a big champion of the 
Earth," says his widow, Jenifer Bliss. 
"He spent his life trying not to 

poison the Earth and he was an 
expert in making compost, so this 
was a perfect fit for him." 

When Bliss drove to Seattle pick up 
the compost made from Amigo 
Bob's body, "I touched it and felt 
comforted by it," she says. "It was 
a profound moment." 

She used some of the compost to 
plant a cherry tree on their farm, 
"the first fruit of the season which 
represents the abundance of the 
coming year," Bliss says. 

Some she scattered in a field 
where she planted herbs and 
flowers. The remaining soil is in a 
pile next to their home, ready to 
feed their crops and be given to 
friends and fellow farmers. 

"I know he'd be happy to know 
that even in death, he was doing 
something to promote the health 
of plants and all the creatures 
around," she says. "This is the cycle 
of life. We start from two cells 
coming together and boom, 
we're this miracle creation. And 
when our spirit separates from our 
bodies, nature's set up to 
disintegrate us into microparticles 
that will nourish life anew." 

This spring, Colorado and Oregon 
have followed suit with laws 
legalizing composting human 
remains, and bills look likely to 
pass later this year in New York 
and California. Pioneering the 
composting movement is 
Recompose founder Katrina 
Spade, who has spent a decade 
developing the process and who 
is leading the push to legalize it in 
hopes of offering people a 
greener option for death care. 

"I wondered, 'What if we had a 
choice that helps the planet 
rather than harms it?'" Spade tells 
PEOPLE in this week's issue. "To 
know that the last gesture you'll 
make will be gentle and 
beneficial just feels like the right 
thing to do." 

Spade first considered the idea as 
a graduate student in 
architecture at University of 
Massachusetts. Growing up in rural 
Plainfield, New Hampshire, where 
her mother was a physician's 
assistant and her father a doctor, 
"we were always pretty frank 
about death and dying," says 
Spade, 43. "We talked about it 
with a comfort level that was 
maybe a little atypical for U.S. 
families." 

After she had her own two sons, 
she began to wonder what she 
might do with her body after 
death. A friend who knew her 
interest in the topic reminded her 
that farmers sometimes compost 
the carcasses of cows, and that 
sparked an idea for her thesis: "If 
you can compost a cow, you can 
probably compost a human," she 
thought, and she set about 
designing a facility to do just that. 

That project eventually became a 
non-profit venture, The Urban 
Death Project, in which Spade 
worked with engineers and 
forensic scientists to study the 
feasibility of the idea. By 2017, 
she'd formed Recompose. 

Since the company opened 
operations on Dec. 20, 50 bodies 
have begun the composting 
process, 25 of which have been 
fully transformed into soil, at a cost 
of $5,500 per person. More than 
775 people have already signed 
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up for the company's pre-pay 
membership, Precompose. 

After death, a body (which 
cannot be embalmed but can be 
refrigerated to allow viewing) is 
received at the Recompose 
facility and placed in an 8 feet by 
4 feet steel cylinder along with 
alfalfa, wood chips and straw. 
After 30 days, natural microbes 
break down the remains - 
including teeth and bones - into 
soft compost "genuinely good for 
your garden," says Spade. 

After another few weeks of 
aerating the soil, it's ready for pick 
up. Most loved ones choose to 
take home a small amount of 
compost - 64 ounces - and 
donate the rest to help reforest 
Bells Mountain, a nearby land trust 
that has a partnership with the 
company. 

"You rejoin the natural cycle," says 
Spade. "And to me, that's 
incredibly beautiful." 

Recompose, which is planning to 
open three additional locations 
next year (in Colorado, California 
and a second in Seattle), has 
attracted high-profile investors 
like The Handmaid's 
Tale author Margaret Atwood, but 
the composting movement has 
seen some push-back, notably 
from Catholic groups arguing that 
the process doesn't promote 
human dignity. 

Composting "is more appropriate 
for vegetable trimmings and 
eggshells than for human bodies," 
the New York Catholic 
Conference wrote in a statement. 
But Colorado state Rep. Brianna 
Titone, who co-sponsored that 
state's bill, says she's had 

overwhelmingly positive 
feedback. 

"This is about giving people 
another choice," Titone says. "At 
first, people react with shock - 
'You really can do that?' But so 
many people today are looking at 
their impact on the Earth. This is a 
popular thing because when you 
die, you can give back to the 
planet." 

That was exactly the goal for 
Robert Cantisano, an organic 
farmer and activist better known 
as Amigo Bob in his Northern 
California community. He was one 
of the first to have his remains 
composted at Recompose after 
he died of cancer Dec. 26 at the 
age of 69. 

"He was a big champion of the 
Earth," says his widow, Jenifer Bliss. 
"He spent his life trying not to 
poison the Earth and he was an 
expert in making compost, so this 
was a perfect fit for him." 

When Bliss drove to Seattle pick up 
the compost made from Amigo 
Bob's body, "I touched it and felt 
comforted by it," she says. "It was 
a profound moment." 

She used some of the compost to 
plant a cherry tree on their farm, 
"the first fruit of the season which 
represents the abundance of the 
coming year," Bliss says. 

Some she scattered in a field 
where she planted herbs and 
flowers. The remaining soil is in a 
pile next to their home, ready to 
feed their crops and be given to 
friends and fellow farmers. 

"I know he'd be happy to know 
that even in death, he was doing 

something to promote the health 
of plants and all the creatures 
around," she says. "This is the cycle 
of life. We start from two cells 
coming together and boom, 
we're this miracle creation. And 
when our spirit separates from our 
bodies, nature's set up to 
disintegrate us into microparticles 
that will nourish life anew." 

 

 

 

 

Do you have 
something you 
want to share? 
Contact us at 

administration@
funeralinfo.ca 

FCSCS 
3847C Albert  St.  

Regina, SK S4S 3R4 
(306) 584-1575 


